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Upcoming AOH Events
-December 6th - Michael Collins Division Meeting

Dinner 6pm- Meeting 7:30pm

-December 31st- IRISH NEW YEAR at the Celtic Tavern 3-7PM

-LAOH Christmas Party/Officer Installation Friday, January 6th at 6:00PM at the Knights of
Columbus Hall (1555 Grant Street). There will be a food buffet and a cash bar.
- Pipe Band - Golden Christmas Parade, Golden, Colorado December 3, 2011 11:00am-12:00pm

The
Colorado
AOH Corner
New Horizons for the AOH in
Colorado
Beginning in January 2012 there will be
a new look to the AOH in Colorado.
There is currently a team of members
working together to create a new look
and new image for the Colorado Ancient
Order of Hibernians.
The project began with an email asking
the membership why attendance at
events had been in steady decline. After
looking into the root causes for the
decline, a team was created to give legs
to a project which will inject new life and
energy into the Michael Collins Division
and resurrect the Fr. Joseph P. Carrigan
Division.
The new Fr. Carrigan Division will be
based in the mountains west of Denver
to include the Evergreen, Conifer, and
Bailey communities. The two Divisions
will continue to work together as a
stronger AOH for Colorado.
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Along with the new division the
Colorado AOH will be taking steps
to
reach out to the other Irish
communities in Colorado to
reconcile and renew the
relationships that have grown
apart over the past few years,
those efforts will require a better
communication network between
communities as well as increased
awareness of what is taking place within
each community in Colorado.
That effort will require new board
positions to include representatives to
the LAOH, The Michael Collins Pipe
And Drum Band, The CUIS, The St.
Patrick’s Parade Committee, and The
Irish Festival. These positions will play
more of an advisory role, giving the
division a more direct conduit to our
Irish Community. Communication and
interaction between the Michael Collins
Division and our brothers and sisters in
the Irish community must improve if we
are ever to be a relative factor within the
community.
Along the line of new communication,
we are developing the newly created
newsletter, The Hibernian, which if you
are reading this article, indicates you
have received your monthly copy. The
Hibernian which is the creation of Bob
Tiedemann, is a creative and
informative way to develop easy

communication lines not only within the
AOH Divisions but between the Division
members and our Irish community.
!
Sections will include, The
Presidents Corner, upcoming Michael
Collins and Fr. Carrigan Division news
and events, sections for news and
events from the LAOH, Michael Collins
Pipe Band, and a special section written
by Ken Larsen on Irish history and
culture.!
Also in consideration will
be a section entitled letters from the
field, a section in which members can
write an article which if meeting editorial
review will be published for the
membership. The Hibernian will be
distributed to all members of the
Michael Collins division, LAOH, and
Michael Collins Pipe Band via email.
We believe The Hibernian will create
new lines of communication within both
the AOH and the community as a
whole, look for your copy each month in
your email box.
In all, this is an exciting time for the
Colorado AOH. We believe we have the
framework that will reenergize the AOH
membership in Colorado but you must
do your part. The Colorado AOH can
only be a great organization if it’s
membership embraces this new
opportunity and makes a real effort to
take part and play an active role within
their respective divisions. Get involved,
there are new opportunities for charity
work, event planning, and other projects
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AOH Div. No. 1 Silver Plume, Colorado
‘Lost’ Town of Dunluce & Dunluce Castle
The AOH National Archives lists 8 Divisions active in Colorado in their catalogue of 1902-1904. ‘3’ in
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‘1’ in Gilpin
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from June 7th to July 1st, returning again next year to continue their work.
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(continued on Page 8)

Finally, in 1690 after the Battle of the Boyne - Dunluce Castle was abandoned. In the 1920s both the castle and
lands surrounding it were purchased by the government as a historical and archaeological site.
©2011, Ken Hannon Larson, Teach Tábhairne Fógra. All Rights Reserved.
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(continued from Page 7)

The photo on the left of Daniel Cavanaugh was taken at the Randall studio
in Georgetown Colorado, c. 1891. Besides him wearing a suit & AOH sash
with badge, there is written on the brim of his cap – “A.O.H. Div No. 1”.
We found in Silver Plume, that Irish Americans & Irish immigrants worked
alongside the men of Italy and Cornwall at 9,116 feet above sea level.
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Around 500 AD their chief chose to move the whole clan from Ireland to Scotland
and thus began the “Scottish Gaels”. They built the first ‘stone’ fort at Dunluce.

In the 1300s, Richard de Burgh (Burke) who was of Irish Norman descent built the
first medieval castle at the site. The Norman influence can still be seen today in the
‘round towers’ that still exist in the ruins. Historians have long considered the
Hiberno-Normans (a.k.a. Cambro-Normans) to be “more Irish than the Irish”.
In 1513, the Mac Quillan (Mac Uighilín, Hiberno-Norman) were in possession of
Dunluce Castle & they were the ones who built the “Great Hall”. Then c.1550 the Mac Donnell (Mac Domhnaill,
Scottish Gaels; not to be confused with O’Donnell) took possession of the castle by force. Led by Sorley Boy
(Somhairle Buidhe) Mac Donnell who then lost it to Shane Ó Neill, who in turn lost it to Sir John Perrott.
Then in 1586, Sorley Boy Mac Donnell submitted to Queen Elizabeth I and she gave Dunluce Castle back to the
Mac Donnells. The Spanish Armada warship “Girona” later washed up onshore after a major storm and Sorley
Boy took two cannons from the ruined ship and placed them on the curtain wall of the castle. Later his son
Randall Mac Donnell would take possession of the castle. It was he who began ‘Dunluce Town’ inviting Scottish
Gaels to come back to the land of their Dál Riata ancestors and develop the new town.
© 2005 Photo Credit: Ken Hannon Larson, Teach Tábhairne Fógra. All Rights Reserved.
In 1639 a great North Atlantic storm tore into the cliffs of Dunluce Castle tearing away at the castle’s kitchen.
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©2011, Ken Hannon Larson, Teach Tábhairne Fógra. All Rights Reserved.
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(continued from Page 8)

What I would eventually find out was even more amazing than I could have imagined.
My first question began to be answered with the counting of the number of stars on the US Flag. The
number was “42”. This meant that this flag was issued after the 42nd state joined the union. That state
was Washington (#42) on Nov. 11, 1889, which followed Montana (#41) on Nov. 8, 1889. They in turn
had followed South Dakota (#40) on Nov. 2, 1889 and North Dakota (#39) on Nov. 2, 1889 (‘4’ new
states in 9 days). Not since Colorado (#38) joined on August 1, 1876 had there been a new state.

‘Lost’ Town of Dunluce & Dunluce Castle
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... How
soon
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after the plantation of Ulster c. 1603 AD. Archaeologists have worked on just 5% of the 10 acre site so far,
but are calling it an “archaeologists dream come true”. Items found to date are a 17th century cobblestone road,
In 1818, Congress passed a law stating that a new state had to wait till the next “July 4th” before a new
Scottish coins dating to 1614 AD, parts of housing & merchant stores, jewelry, pottery, bone combs, thimbles,
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In the
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In 1639 a great North Atlantic storm tore into the cliffs of Dunluce Castle tearing away at the castle’s kitchen.
Reportedly, a young boy in the corner of the kitchen was all that would remain as he watched the kitchen break
Earlier
I had
that fall
in the
“silk” was the preferred fabric for flags but it was easily
off, and
sevenlearned
castle cooks
100 19th
feet tocentury
their deaths.

subject to being torn by the wind. The 6’x5’ US Flag showed those tears, and if you were to look today
1690 after the Battle of the Boyne - Dunluce Castle was abandoned. In the 1920s both the castle and
at Finally,
old USinCivil
War ‘silk’ battle flags in paintings & photos, you will see the same tearing in them.
lands surrounding it were purchased by the government as a historical and archaeological site.
Cotton flags would not come into use till the 20th century (with polyester used today).
©2011, Ken Hannon Larson, Teach Tábhairne Fógra. All Rights Reserved.
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(continued from Page 9)

In 1955, a purchaser wished to buy the old church as a ‘private residence’. This caused a local man to
take all historical items out of the church (including the US and AOH flags) and store them himself for
an additional 45 years until he died in 2000, rather than see them sent to a local dump. After his death,
his son Patrick “loaned” them to the George Rowe Museum to be shown to the public for a limited time.
Eventually, the museum director did allow me a few minutes to take a photo of the opposite side of the
AOH Green Flag. Peter Kirwin had been correct! There was a second emblem on the green flag. One that
is similar to the
modern AOH emblem.
While rolled up for 50
yrs. in the church, the
intense bleaching by
the sun penetrated the
silk leaving a ‘striped’
effect upon it.

© 2005 Photo Credit: Ken Hannon Larson, Teach Tábhairne Fógra. All Rights Reserved.

As I recall all who saw
these flags first hand
agreed that they were
deteriorating and the
mere fact that they had
survived for 115 years
(in 2005) for us to see
was due to the care of
the residents of Silver
Plume. Flown for just
11 years, they then
were stored for 104
years.

CONCLUSIONS:
Piecing together all my researched evidence, it was now possible to draw some conclusions. Daniel
Cavanaugh and his mother Elizabeth had arrived in Silver Plume no later than 1888. Coming from North
Adams, MA they appear to have helped influence the beginning of an Ancient Order of Hibernians
division. In 1890 the new “A.O.H. Silver Plume Div. 1” had obtained their new 42-star US and Green
AOH Flags from O’Callaghan and Sons in Philadelphia. Those two flags were carried by riders on
horseback in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in March 1891 from Georgetown to Silver Plume on the
dedication of St. Patrick’s Mission Church in Silver Plume. In 1893, the “Silver Panic” took place with
gold becoming the official national standard. That monetary decision more than anything else sealed
Silver Plume’s fate. In 1901, Daniel Cavanaugh passed away and the AOH division ceased to exist as
documented by the AOH National Catalogue of 1902-04 that has no further mention of a Silver Plume,
Colorado division. By 1905 with only six church families remaining, St. Patrick’s Mission Church in
Silver Plume - closed its doors (with the flags inside) forever. For the next 104 years the two flags
remained out of sight and unknown to anyone ... but to the few who were safely storing them.
©2011 Ken Hannon Larson, Teach Tábhairne Fógra. All Rights Reserved.
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MICHAEL COLLINS DIVISION

Denver Michael Collins
Division VP raises the
Irish Flag on Mount
Kilimanjaro
Mt. Kilimanjaro stands 5,895
meters or 19,341 feet above
sea level. From this vantage
point, the inquiring minds of
students led by Denver Michael
Collins Division Vice President
and scientist
Michael OʼToole went to work
alongside dedicated educators
and scientists who all gathered
in
Tanzania, Africa for the
Kilimanjaro Xpedition––a
research climb up the largest
freestanding mountain in the world.
The Kilimanjaro Xpedition is an
educational endeavor that pairs
international students with
scientist from the International Arctic
Research Center to study permafrost
on equatorial mountains. This learning

changes occur. With over a
quarter of a million students
from 95 countries following the
trek online, the team collects
periodic Surface Temperature
measurements by
downloading data from digital
sensors strategically placed
on the mountain.

The Xpedition

experience furthers studentsʼ
understanding of climate in a
fundamentally different way than in the
classroom alone.
The mission on this annual trek is to
study and report how climate factors
evolve from year to year, from one
biome to the next and why these

www.xpeditiononline.com was
founded by AOH member
Michael OʼToole and
this year, for the first time in
history, two live webinars were
held from the mountain with
over 100 classrooms
participating in each.
On September 29th, OʼToole
celebrated his teamʼs summit success
by raising the Irish flag at Uhuru Peak,
the Roof of Africa, and pausing to give
thanks for his teamʼs health and the
friendship and unity of the Brothers that
make up the Michael Collins Division
back in Colorado.

FR. JOSEPH P CARRIGAN DIVISION

New Mountain Division
Fr. Joseph P Carrigan
Division
"
Things are developing fast in
the Mountain West, we began this past
summer as a planned new division in
the mountain communities of Conifer,
Bailey, Evergreen, Pine, and Idaho
Springs. Plans were to stand up the
St. Patrickʼs Division of the Colorado
AOH, but with the new organization of
the Michael Collins Division we are
excited to be a part of the resurrection
of the new Fr. Joseph P. Carrigan
Division.
"
Over the last few months your
brothers in the Mountain West have
added 10 new members with a series
of local get togethers. We started with
an Irish Pot Luck dinner for new
members to get acquainted with the
AOH and what the community has to
offer. With the success of the Pot Luck
we held another get together in the
form of a Notre Dame football party
Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity!
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that went over very well. Notre Dame
lost to USC that evening but we
became a larger group with 3 added
members to our roles.
"
Activity is growing and we
adding members with each event. We
have added Deacon Jerry Kotas and
Fr. Jim Baird from Our Lady of the
Pines in Conifer to our ranks.
"
With success at Our Lady of
the Pines in Conifer we have plans for
reaching out to the Parishes of Christ
the King in

Evergreen, St. Elizabethʼs in Pine, and
St. Maryʼs in Bailey.
"
Bringing men together with
their families in fun local activities
seems to work well in promoting an
organization they want to be a part of.

Trying to recruit guys to travel 2 hours
to downtown Denver for meetings has
proven unpopular and that is why we
are proceeding with the development
of a new AOH Division.
"
We took part in the Nov 12th
meeting in Denver for the ND game
and the Gaelic Storm concert. The
meeting gave way to great new ideas
and we are really excited about the
coming year and what opportunities it
brings for our division and the AOH as
a whole.
"
We are excited about the
Hibernian newsletter. We are
encouraged that this partnership with
the Irish community will bring about
new energy and opportunities. I have
heard a few naysayers in the ranks, but
give this new plan a chance.
"
The new plan alone wonʼt bring
about miracles, we really need the
membership to take a ownership of this
plan and work with new energy to
make something we can be proud of in
Colorado.
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LADIES ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS
A Sisterhood of Irish and Irish-American,
Catholic Women, the Ladies Ancient
Order of Hibernians is a national
organization officially recognized in
Omaha, Nebraska in 1894 as the
"Daughters of Erin."
It is felt that the Ancient Order of
Hibernians had always had women as a
support group, but due to the "Secret"
societal aspect of the Order, the men
chose not to acknowledge the women.
However, being of the "Matriarchal"
heritage that is ours, the women sought
their own identity and finally at the
National Convention in Omaha,
Nebraska in May 1894, the men
relented and allowed the formation of
the "Daughters of Erin."
In 1906, the name was changed to
"Ladies Auxiliary to the Ancient Order of
Hibernians in America". In 1984, the
Ladies voted to change their name to

"The Ladies Ancient Order of
Hibernians." In 2004 we have been
officially incorporated on our own as
“Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians,
Inc.”

The Ladies AOH has changed in many
ways over the decades but still we hold
true to our MOTTO of "Friendship, Unity
and Christian Charity.” We are pledged
to God and Country. The primary
purpose of the Ladies AOH was to
protect young immigrant Irish girls
coming to the United States, to assist

them in securing employment, to give
them the opportunity to be with their
own kind, and to keep them from
becoming homesick and discouraged.
The preamble of our constitution states
that the intent and purpose of the
Ladies is to promote "Friendship, Unity
and Christian Charity" among its
members; assisting the people of
Ireland to establish an Irish Republic
which shall include the 32 counties of
Ireland, aiding the aged, sick, blind and
infirmed members and for the legitimate
expense of the Ladies, including
Mission work and Catholic Action. The
Ladies also foster the ideals and
perpetuate the history and traditions of
the Irish people and promote Irish
culture. Finally, our Patron Saint is
Saint Brigid of Ireland.
http://www.denverlaoh.org/home.html

MICHAEL COLLINS PIPES & DRUMS

Michael Collins Pipes & Drums, was
founded on June 29, 1996 by
several talented musicians from
the Denver area with a love of
Irish music, including Jay
Leasure and David Bonham. The
band chose its name to honor
both Michael Collins, who is
regarded as the father of the
Irish Republic; as well as its
primary patron, the Denverbased, Michael Collins Division
of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians. The band considers
it a great honor to carry the
name of Michael Collins.
The band's connection with
Michael Collins and the AOH assures
close ties with Colorado's Irish
community and in turn, close ties with
the tradition of playing Irish pipe music.
The band's mission includes a promise
to avoid political discord, discrimination,
Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity

or exclusion of anyone on the basis of
religion, political or social ideology, or
ethnic heritage. With an objective of
continuing to learn and play great Celtic
music while entertaining the public,
MCPB is about having fun.

MCPB was initially conceived as a small
pub band, existing simply to have fun;
however, as the band grew so did its
reputation. In less than two years, the
band grew to 30 musicians, elevated
the small pub band into a competitive

pipe & drum band that was awarded the
Hibernians of the year award from the
Michael Collins Division of the AOH and
competed in their first Highland games.
From these humble beginnings, Michael
Collins Pipes & Drums has gone on
to win numerous medals at regional
Highland Games as a Grade IV
member of the Western United
States Pipe Band Association;
numerous first place showings at
various regional parades; and many
other honors, such as: leading the
Denver St Patrick's Day Parade;
playing with the Jefferson County
Symphony in concert, hosting the
Kansas City Irish Festival; opening
Seven Nations.

Michael Collins Pipes &
Drums would love to
hear from you!
720-432-PIPE (7473)
www.michaelcollinspb.com
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DECEMBER 11th 5:00pm - FR. CARRIGAN DIVISION IRISH CHRISTMAS PARTY
!

I Know it’s November but

it’s time to mark the calendar with the

We draw numbers and the first person

through the lottery. Everyone who

takes his or her choice of gift, number

wishes to play must bring their own
gift to include. !

upcoming Christmas party for the

!

Joseph P. Carrigan Division Irish

Christmas Party and drink a few pints

Christmas Party. We are working hard

with your Irish AOH brothers.

to establish and strengthen our

!

membership so we need to gather

families for dinner beginning around

celebrate the birth of the Savior. Plans

5:00pm.

are in the works for an Irish Christmas

!

evening with a Pot Luck dinner

Please RSVP 303-816-0313

so we can have some estimated

followed by a gift exchange for anyone

numbers.

who wishes to take part.
Bring an Irish themed gift

Bring your family and new

perspective members and their

during the Christmas season and

!

Bring your family to the AOH

two has the option of gift one or the

either made or purchased for between

drawing of the next gift from the tree.

$10-$20 dollars, wrap the gift and you

!

will be entered in the gift exchange.

laughs as people receive and lose gifts

MERRY CHRISTMAS

It is a fun event with lots of

!

Audiences have fallen in love
with Celtic Woman via PBS

December 21st

specials and live arena

CELTIC
WOMAN

performances that feature the

WED 7:30PM

Woman’s holiday collection will

female vocal ensemble
performing a mix of Celtic, New
Age, and Adult Contemporary
music. On their first American
symphonic holiday tour, Celtic
warm your heart on a cold
winter’s night. Their distinctive
take on classic Christmas
selections is refreshing and
soulful.
http://www.celticwoman.com

Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity
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Céad Míle Fáilte – Rath Dè ort
A hundred thousand welcomes to you!
The grace of God be with you.

Flag of the Colorado AOH
circa 1890

.....IRISH?..CATHOLIC?...WE WANT YOU!
Come join an Irish fraternal organization with deep seeded
roots in its ancestry & faith. Just click the "Contact Us" link to
the left and one of our brothers will be in touch with you.
Slainte & God Bless!
To be Irish is a Blessing. To be a Hibernian... an Honor.
http://www.milehibernians.com/

Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity
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THE MILEHIBERNIAN
The Milehibernian gets a facelift
A redesign of the Colorado AOH web
page has been completed and is now
online
http://www.milehibernians.com/
The site will be unveiled to members at
the upcoming December 6th Division
meeting for revisions. Revisions to the
site aimed to make it more astatically
pleasing, simple and welcoming, while
keeping navigation simple and
incorporating as many Colorado Irish
groups and links as possible. Thanks to
all Hibernians and Irish community
members who provided feedback and
helped make this web presence
informative for both members and
prospective Brothers and inspiring for
all.

Kerreen O’Connor’s is located in historic
Downtown Littleton and is the only Celtic Goods
storefront in the Denver and Denver Metro
area. We sell an array of Irish and Celtic goods.
Kerreen O’Connor’s has it all!

1801 Blake St
Denver, CO 80202
Ph: 303-308-1795
Fax: 303-308-1576
Email: Pub@CelticTavern.com

Kerreen O’Connor
2595 West Alamo Avenue
Littleton, Colorado 80120
Tel: (303) 794-6388
Monday - Friday: 11:00AM - 5:30PM
Saturday: 10:00AM - 4:00PM
Sunday: Closed

Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity
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